NOBEL
his visit to Baku to the following spring, as ho wrote to Alfred on the
3ist October, 1875. He hoped that Alfred would accompany him.
He wrote to him on New Year's Kve (Russian calendar) of that
year: " Robert has returned to Baku from a journey to the east
coast (of the Caspian Sea), and has found excellent naphtha on the
island of Tcheleken at a depth of ten fathoms. 1 le therefore has
the raw material he needs. Wo shall sue now what capacity he has
for organising its production and sale on a large scale. His future
success and fortune depend upon that, I, for my part, have done
what I could in coming to his assistance with money and with
technical advice, Robert states that he has made new discoveries
for distilling and refining oil, the value of which I cannot judge,
since I am not familiar with the matter. The most important
thing is to understand how to carry on tin* business intelligently on
a large scale, I constantly feel that we, i,e,, you and I, ought to go
there together to see whether we cannot help him in any way. We
have succeeded in achieving independence, and we should therefore
endeavour to assist Robert to achieve it also* So I want you to
think over the journey to Baku/'
During the following eight or ten years the brothers constantly
returned to this suggestion that Alfred should go with them to
Baku, in order to convince himself by personal experience of the
possibilities, but their persuasions were of no avail
Meanwhile Alfred followed the uninterrupted development of the
Baku undertaking, as described in the letters of Ludwig, with
whom he had at that time a joint interest in the Russian dynamite
business. In 1876 Ludwig wrote, after his return from a lengthy
journey to the Causasus, where at Tiflis he had met the
Grand Duke Michael, and had succeeded in interesting him
keenly in the naphtha works* " The position at Baku is that
the factory is at last finished, and work has started. Its output
capacity is considerable, and with the present installation, may be
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